* SAVE THE DATE! *

Don't miss out on our first
Brookman skate night at

Crystal Palace on
Wednesday, September 23

from 6 30pm 9 30pm'

Fundraising Opportunities

Fundraising is vital to
our cause! Without the
added income from
various fundraisers we
would not be able to
support all of our
programs. We really
appreciate any help you
can give us in these
events. We realize these

fundraisers are not
always fun, but we
appreciate your efforts
in supporting them.
If you choose, you may
donate directly to the

PTA with a tax
deductible gift & cut out
the middle man.

September, 2009
Contact the PTA at brookmanpta(@yahoo.com or 461-5034

Why should you

join the PTA?

When you sign up for
the PTA and pay
membership dues, you
are supporting the
PTA at our school.
We keep a percentage
of all dues for use in
programs that benefit
all of the students. We
sponsor fun events
such as the Carnival,
Muffins with Mom and
& Donuts with Dad,
DARE, the Great
American Awards and
Reflections. We also
do many important
things behind the
scenes. When there is

not enough funding to

go around, the PTA
pitches in and pays for
things that the sehool
really needs for all of
our students. In the
last year we have
provided things like
the Scholastic News
newspaper, inclement
weather games for our
PE. Dept., after
school tutoring, DRA
kits and supplies for
our Literacy Library,

field trips and P.E.

equipment. Funding
these causes would not
be possible without
your help, only a $6
membership fee!

Joining
-Vs-
V0luntee.r~in3

By joining the PTA you are not signing your free time
away! We love to have extra help, but we understand
that it is just not possible for most parents. We do not
expeet you to sign up and participate in any or all of the
activitics. There are many ways to help out that don't
require you to be at school during the day. If you are
interested in volunteering, even if you are not sure what
you can do to help, just write 'volunteer' on your
registration form. We will contact you and find out what
your avaﬂabﬂhy is and how you ecan paﬂhmpaﬂa

PTA meetings are held on the ﬁrst
Thursday of the month at 3:30 pm
in the Art room. These meetings
are open to everyone. We welcome

you to join us!

If you have any questions or -
concerns about things involving
the school these meetings are a

great place to get answers.
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We need your help to get ready for the Spring Carnivall We have decided to make our own
® games so we have them for future use. A local scout is undertaking this project in order to get

& his Eagle Scout rank! We are also in need of supphes to build the games - lumber and

FREE & EASY FUNDRAIS]NG

There are many ways to generate funds for the school without any cost to you!

Capri Sun drink pouches: We are collecting
drink pouches (even if they're not Capri Sun
- they'll still accept them). We will receive
$0.02 per pouch which will add up fast. A
bin will be set up in the cafeteria for this
program - remind your child to remove their
straw before tossing their used pouch into
the bin!

Box tops & ink cartridges: collect these
items & send them to school with your child
or bring them to the office. We send these
in & receive moncey back. Last year you
helped us earn $756 from box tops and
$27.78 from ink cartridges!

Albertsons: Go to
www.albertsonscp.com and link your
Fresh Values card to Brookman ID#
49000124990. You will donate every
time you shop. Last year you helped
us earn $2111.61!

Fresh & Easy: Turn in all receipts
totaling $20 or more. The school
receives $1 back for every $20 spent!

(Receipts cannot be combined, so the
total must be over $20 in order to
receive credit.)

This months spotlight is on
Anne Ficklin, PTA Vice President - 2nd

Like many of us I grew up knowing the term 'PTA'. I had a
general idea about what it was - a bunch of Moms that did stuff at
school - yep, that's just about it! My own Mom always worked full
time and was not involved in the PTA, so I had a very limited
knowledge.

When my son started school, I wanted to be involved both in his
classroom and at the school. I signed up for the PTA. I was wary
of what may be involved but I wanted to help. I sent in my info
and membership dues and waited for a call to come when they
needed help. The call never came, so I didn't think much more
about it.

First grade rolled around and I found myself with an entire day to
fill up with activity. Again, I signed up for the PTA. I volunteered
to help in the classroom and began to get to know people at the
school. I became aware that if I wanted to help I would need to
come to them and say, "What can I do?". I just assumed that by
Jjoining the PTA I automatically became a volunteer, whether I
wanted to or not. That was not the case at all - there was a
relatively small group that was running everything and didn't
expect every PTA member to be able to help out.

I was amazed to find out how much they actually did with so few
volunteers; and so I became actively involved in the PTA. As a
stay at home Mom I am excited to get out and help, and to talk to
other grown-ups. I love being part of the school. Every time I
walk down the hall there is at least one child smiling and waving at
me because they're excited to see me. Being able to help the
students and teachers makes me happy. I know that I am valued
& appreciated. I have made some great friendships over the years
and I have the satisfaction of being involved for my child, who
definitely knows what the PTA does.




